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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 KUWAIT 00867 140800Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-08 /019W 

140800Z 031018/17 

R 140707Z FEB 77 
FM AMEMBASSY KUWAIT 
TO USDOC WASHDC 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7285 

UNCLAS KUWAIT 0867 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: BTIO BENC KU 

SUBJECT: MAJOR PROJECT: MANAGEMENT CONSULTING FIRM IN 
HOSPITAL EQUIPMENT PLANNING AND PROCUREMENT. 

REF: USDOC 1967. 

1 . EMBASSY INFORMED BY GOK MINISTRY OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
OFFICIAL THAT NAMES OF CONSULTING FIRMS (WHICH HE COULD 
NOT RELEASE) THAT MPH HAS SELECTED HAVE BEEN SENT TO THE 
MINISTRY OF PLANNING (FORMERLY PLANNING BOARD), WHERE 
FINAL SELECTION WILL BE MADE. ACCORDING TO OFFICIAL. 

INVITATIONS FROM PLANNING MINISTRY TO SEVERAL CONSULTING 
FIRMS FOR NEGOTIATION OF CONTRACT WILL BE SENT WITHIN TWO 
WEEKS. 

2. WHILE EMBASSY UNABLE TO COMMENT ON SPECIFIC CHANCES 
OF GORDON FRIESEN OR OTHER US CONSULTING FIRMS, WE ARE 
AWARE THAT NAMES OF SEVERAL US FIRMS (INCLUDING FRIESEN AND 
KAISER FOUNDATION INTERNATIONAL) WERE BROUGHT TO THE 
ATTENTION OF MPH BY ADVISOR TO MPH ON PROJECT 

WITH EMBASSY ASSISTANCE. EMBASSY SOURCES INDICATE KEEN 
MPH INTEREST IN OBTAINING US FIRMS FOR THIS PROJECT. IN 
LIGHT OF THIS, AND ASSUMING FRIESEN OR OTHER FIRMS HAVE 
BEEN SELECTED FOR FURTHER NEGOTIATION, EMBASSY RECOMMENDS 
CLOSE FOLLOW-UP OF PLANNING MINISTRY INVITATION, INCLUDING 
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REGISTRATION IF NOT ALREADY REGISTERED. AT SAME TIME, 

US FIRMS SHOULD ALSO BE AWARE OF GOK EMPHASIS ON LOWEST 
PRICE AND OF ITS TOUGH BARGAINING REPUTATION. 
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